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Make Over.

... Formatting tips for the Full Client!
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on Information D¥%enon

= Author: Jevan Choo Quan
= Company: Xenon Consulting Inc.

= Presentation title:
» The BO Make Over

» Tips and Tricks for formatting full client documents

= Presentation abstract:

» Learn tips and techniques for formatting full client Business Objects
reports. This session will focus on the tips for common formatting
problems experienced by everyday users of BusinessObjects. See
demonstrations of advanced reporting techniques that creates local
variables with extended syntax makes the use of Business Objects
templates more dynamic. Benefit from hearing tips and techniques for

utilizing these advanced reporting technique, based on real-life examples
provided.
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opics 2Xemon

= Reporting Tips & Trix
= Formatting Cells

» Document Functions
» Inserting images

= Templates
» Section headers
» Break footers

= Formatting Breaks
» Stacked columns
» Multiple Measures
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B e

= Windows 2000 sp3, 512RAM

= Enterprise 6.5

= Web Server — JSP - Apache 2.0

= Application Server 4.1 (mod_jk.dll)
= BusinessODbjects 6.5

= Repository Oracle 8l
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- n Xecglggl":

= Most popular competitor
»MS Excel

= Most popular Reason
» Formatting

= Most popular action

»Drag, Drop, Run, export to excel
»FORMAT (every week/month)

5 Copyright © 2004 Xenon Consulting Inc. - All Rights Reserved  Issue 4.1, July 2004



S¢enen
Consulting Inc.

All Data Elements must belong to a Cell or Block

= Data may be = Report Elements
» Object values <Object » Cells
Name> » Vertical Tables
» Variable <Variable Name> » Horizontal tables
» Formula =“formula > Crosstabs
definition” > Charts
» Constant
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t Xecglgglh:
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opics 2Xemon

= Reporting Tips & Trix
= Formatting Cells

» Document Functions
» Inserting images

= Templates
» Section headers
» Break footers
= Formatting Breaks

» Stacked columns
» Multiple Measures
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t Cells D¥Xenon

=DocumentName()

— =UserResponse( ,)

=L astExecutionDate()

By Inserting a free
Cell into your
report you can

display information

about your =LineNumber()

Business Objects
documents

=NumberOfRows()

=DocumentPartiallyRefreshed()
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BusinessODbjects VS MS Excel

CellFormat _________________ ElFomat Cels BE|

Murnber | alignment | Fant | Border | Shadin e :
l = I l I gI Numl:nerl Alignrnent | Fank I Border I Patterns I Prn:utectin:lnl

Category Eormat Category: ample

Standard $H 8H0.00 e —

Al $H O3 HH0[Red ElEErE

Custom £H HH#0.00 Murnber

Humber £f BH0E-H #H0Red] Currency

Curmency 8 8240 Accounting

Date/Time $H HE0.3-4 ##0[Red]; Discontinued(Dark Red] Diate GE”‘?IE.E' f':'r”;at ';E"s "":“’E e
Scientific S HE0. Ti BEISTEIE (UMl W=,

inme

Percentage FRHH#0.0

Condition F‘ern:e_ntage

Boolean Fraction

Image Scientific

- i Text

roperties _ _ Special

Poaitive Meaative Equal ta Zera Undefined Custam ;I

340 |- HHO[Red] | |

$12,246 12,346

e e ™ Read s HTML
0k I Cancel iy Help
| (] 4 I Cancel
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|F_m1at Tools Data Analysi:

Cell .

Cell Height and Widih... o USing the Ctrl key, select

Charh S Erpare .

prese. multiple cells to align
Align Elements —______H|

. — Aligrrnent
| Banilarie |='=| & i )4 I
M Alerters. + et
i— ﬁ r Eenter Cancel
t= et as Master _ _ _—
| i Eatate Tatie '?rl " Right Apply
' Tt ton.. I][|_1‘ " Top
: - Help
Chart AntaFarat, ﬂ'[E  Middle
3 Elocksl, & ™ Battom
aeotiat..
Report »
Page 4 Bring to Front
Placement Send to Back

Aligrument. ..

1:[ anap to Grid
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e Alerter D¥Xenon

Nesting variables allows more flexibility within objects

F ula Editor E -
| = | = If <Line Number>=7 Then
— "Accounting Error"
= If <Line Mumber:=7 Then "“Accounting Error = -
“‘ > " || Else If <Line Number>=10
Wariablez Functions Operators T h e n ' lVe r i fy WeSt CoaSt‘ ‘
~ @ Lines ﬂ I:l Al functions & aggreﬂ &
@ Month -] Agaregates l
- @ Regioh I:l Mureric functions Els2
- @ Sales revenue I:| Character functions
- ¢ # of Rows Returned I:| Date futr‘u:ticur'mt Th
> bt 503 Logesl funations e formula allows you to
- ¢ Data Source type I:l Document functions 1
iy Da:al:uase Enaynpectinn I:l Drata pru:uvtider fL:nctiu:u ad d teXt b aS ed O n a eaC h I I n e
-~ d¢ |z the Document Fefre = -2 Mise functions -
Pl | Mgl
Eunchion bhelp |
| k. I Cancel | Help |
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Object? 2Xemon
’H Format Tools D

O Cel..
Ipecial Field . Insert picture will create a

Eﬂlﬂ--- dynamic link between the

| Chart Components Document and the image

-

Eteal:
Bilter:..
aotts »

= Table...

|'_"t|l Crosstahb. .
I3 Chart...

You can only insert .bmp
files

Eeport

- Picture. ..

Obiject...
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r Object? 2Xenon

Objects can be linked or embedded into your document

|lﬂ5ert Format Tools D

IjH Cell.. Insert Ohject
apecial Field » o« |
Bo.. 0" Create Mo File: Microzoft Excel Cancel |
C III]J._J-I't'IIl. b %' Create from File IE:"-.Jevan Stuffs R andom Training Fileshd.
Chatt Components * powe.. | wk
Erean I Display As lcor
Eilter.. Ei
motta r Fesul e.-’-‘-.u:u:uunts Hlz
= Inzertsz a ShDrtCL:It which represents the file. The '
=4 Table... [ e e v e reicted myous document
Y Crosstab... Change lcon.._|
& Chart...
Eeport
Pictute. ..

= ErEE
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= Two ways to show
a carriage return

» 1. Wrap text
» 2.Ctrl+m
» 3. Char(13)
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= Format many cells at once

» ALL the excel format options are available
= Add comments to your reports

» Using formulas you can insert calculations and
comments almost anywhere

= Insert images or objects
» Embed images or any file type
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opics 2Xemon

= Reporting Tips & Trix
= Formatting Cells

» Document Functions
» Inserting images

= Templates
» Section headers
» Break footers
= Formatting Breaks

» Stacked columns
» Multiple Measures
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emplate Xénon

= Business Objects templates (.ret)

= Saves all formatting associated with the
document. Eg:

» Block structures

» Cell formulas

»Varlables

» Font sizes, colors, alignments etc.
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emplate Xénon

= Create a report
= Format the layout and structure of the report
= Save the report as a template
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IcKS

Yariable Editor

Defirition  Formula
Formulas
- =Mameli<Maonthz] + % " + <Month Name: =
-
W anablez Functions Operators
- @ Lines ﬂ - Nameﬂﬂ B e
@ Month - @ MoFilker :
- B Fegion - @ MurnberO 0 ataPr e=
- @ Sales revenue - @ MumberQfPages <
- ¢ # of Rows Returned < @ Mumber0 Rows =
& Author - @ Odd .
- Data Source type - @ OlapQueryDescri Between
- Databaze Connection - @ Page InList
- ¢ |z the Document Refre- - @ PagelnSection =
[+ | : ] | :
Character String MameOf[<wvarnablex] Function help |
| k. I Cancel | Help |

Using the NameOf() Function makes your
templates more dynamic
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Tricks D¥Xenon

Variables fail when the data Provider name changes

e Problem - =LastExecutionDate("Query 1 with eFashio2")

Variable Editor |
Defirition  Formula
o | To make your templates
=L agtExecutionD ate] Query 1 with eF ashio2"'| | d y n am | C u S e th e
I DataProvider() function
ﬁJar-l-‘-agmur'nas ﬂ Fum‘t'l'l':lr: |LastE:-:ec:utin:|nD al=] D-peram ra't h er th an h ar d C O d I n g
- Mn:ln_th @ LastE:-:.ec:utin:lnTirr : the da‘ta prOV|der name.
- @ Regon - @ LaztPrntD ate ¢=
- @ Sales revenue @ Left £r
- ¢ # of Aows Returned - @ LeftPad -
- Author - @ LeftTim .. Eg.
o e soueeee e i =LastExecutionDate(Data
LI;IJ IstheDDcumentHef_’rij ll—li Ln _.|j PrOV|der(<L|neS>))
Drate LaztEsecutionD ate(D ataProvider) e |
ak. Cancel | Help
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Tricks D¥Xenon

Repeat if Break values run over more than one page

e Problem — cannot determine what report is showing
Break onLines |

— Break Definition

¥ EBreak Footer

¥ Remove Duplicates

- [T Center Value Across Break B reak Val ue can be
Fold
[T “alue-Based Break SallEs:. | repeated on every page

— Break and Pages
[T &void Page Break

[~ Start a Mew Page
[T Repeat the Header on the Mew Page
¥ FRepeat Break Value on Mew Page

Break Level: |/ =i

ak. Cancel Help
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ricks D¥Xenon

| =g 1 1 R et | a— 1 e

Totals for Lines : City Skirts $3,893 $39,187 $6,745 $592,,

City Trousers Brown | | $’|3,3EIEI| $3.313| F11 .
Totals for Lines : City Trousers $13,300 $3,313 $11,:
1
1
BONYMAUG

Microsoft Corpoarstion i
Connell Corporate Center Il 1. Dynamlc Cells

Three Cak Wy, Suite 3000
Berkeley Height=, MJ 07222

Dresses Beige §11,295 52 626 e
Birowen §165,045 §o7 118 f22 322 $103
Indigo Fancy 54,49 $15 520 53,201 F14;
Maturel $3,860 §17 383 §2129 19
Cixford Blue Jean 51 BdB A= 51,149 T
Totals for Lines : Dresses $26,046 $151,404 $31,426 %159,
Jackets Brown §9 255 $1 929 o
Clay 59550 $4 338 B3¢
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= YOu can copy one
variables from one
BusinessODbjects
document to
another by saving
documents as
templates
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My Second Computer
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opics 2Xemon

= Reporting Tips & Trix
= Formatting Cells

» Document Functions
» Inserting images

= Templates
» Section headers
» Break footers
= Formatting Breaks

» Stacked columns
» Multiple Measures
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olumns

= How do get this

2X€

Products Colors Canada East Mid West South West
City Skirts Eeige $3.893 $14 033 $1.374 $21 553 15049
City Skirts Erowin $14 435 $2.915 $19 280 $16 650
City Skirts Crange B4 556 p247 $2 206

City Trousers  |Brown $13 300 $3.313 $11.394 $5 223
Uresses Eeige $11.295 b2 526 $9 569 53,371
Uresses Erowin 16,049 o7 118 b2 322 $108 365 $oE 290
Uresses Indigo Fancy B4 491 $15 520 $3.201 $14 281 59,765
Uresses Maturel $3,860 17 383 $2,129 $19 312 $0 052
Uresses Crford Elue Jean $1,646 BB 789 $1.,149 §7 765 $5 855
Jackets Erown ke e 1 929 19 945 o 138
Jackets Clay $9 A90 $4 338 $13 538 12233
Outernwear Elue Fancy 1 §11 995 §3 802 $19 558 §5 o227
Outernwear Brown §15 393 $3 362 17 494 %13 B30
Cwercoats Brown F13 5816 §1.374 515 847 511 416
Cwercoats Ebony §22 352 5513 F22154 $18 859
Arccessories ACCess §79 339 §26 108 F1058 427 584 531
Accessories  JArgile Green §759 $312
Arccessories Beach $3,893 §1 387 §5 120 $3 585
Arccessories Eeige §24 835 §5 431 19 810 %14 B30
ACCeEssOres ElackiSilver F1o9

Arccessories Elue Fancy 1 §36 495 57 235 F45 348 524 761
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Columns D¥Xenon

= To look like this...

Canada |avg East avg | Mid West |avg South avg West avz |  Glohal
All Products R| $228,179 |0.17($1,779,165 j0.17 | $488,750 (0.17|52,143,996 |0.17 | §1,781,364 [0.17|$6,421,954
0Q 1377 10,745 23815 12,670 10,748 38,355
City Skirts
Beige..................... R 3893|023 14 033|021 $1 374|023 F21 553021 F15,049|0.21 | $95,942
Cl 17 B7 A 104 72 266
Brown. ... R $14 435|023 f2 915|022 §19 280(023 16 650|024 $53,281
Gl 52 13 83 512! 227
CIFANGE. e R B4 556013 $247 012 $2.206[014 $7.009
Cl a4 2 16 H2
City Skirts R 3.893 33.024 4,536 43,080 31,699 116,232
City Trousers
Brown. ... R $13 300016 f3313 (022 $11,3%94 (020 $3 223|047 $36,229
Gl g2 15 s 47 200
City Trousers R 13,300 3.313 11,394 8.223 36,229
Oresses
Beige........................ F §11 295|016 f2 B2 |05 9 869|014 3371|044 $32,161
Gl 72 17 71 a3 218
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Columns D¥Xenon

= Drag the 2nd

\ ,
%Sweat-T-Shlrts Oxford Blue Jean
=
Le_vel " %Trousers Blue Fancy 1
Ierarchy \ Trousers

column under
the primary
until the
Insert column
bracket
appears

(L e

-Trousers

\‘mm\‘mm\‘mm\‘mw
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r* BusinessOhjects - 1. Dynamic Cells.rep - [Jevan]

] Select the | E File Edit View Insert Format Tools Data Analysis Window Help

"'

column to iz B/U|==E==EH
insert the __DEG|%ELI%H?<H|%“|‘? o]
row below __|___IJ:|J|-_—IJ|].1|:'|_E Zl- = % n ab 3| B

xl..- x‘ ,f::: ﬂc = T ——
. Se|ect the Insett Row Beloar Canada |ave Fast o
R e All Products R| $228,179 [0.17(%1,779,165 |n.
Insert Row— | Q| 1377 10,745
Below N City Skirts
_____ ?‘ Beige. ... ] F %3 893023 $14 033 0.
pbutton | a 17 &7
..... @ 3
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opics 2Xemon

= Reporting Tips & Trix
= Formatting Cells

» Document Functions
» Inserting images

= Templates
» Section headers
» Break footers

= Formatting Breaks
» Stacked columns
» Multiple Measures
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= BusinessObjects Board (BOB)

» www.forumtopics.combusobj/index.php
= Knowledge Base (KB)

» Www.techsupport.businessobjects.com
= BusinessObjects Education

» Core, Intermediate and Advanced
Reporting
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= Contact Information ME&JW
» Jevan Choo Quan
» Xenon Consulting Inc ALLIANCE
> (516) 466-0666
>
> jevan@xenonc.com enon

Consudtimng Inc.
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